January 2006 Newsletter Winter is almost behind us and the spring
sailing season is just a few months away. Are yodyzarhis spring will
be the 28 Annual SPI Windsurfing Blow Out. By the way, did you know
that the Blow Out has races for all skill levels? ifS@u are interested in
testing your racing skills be sure to sign-up for the eveBteat events
along with three Swap Meets and our annual Spring Dinitlenake this
a fun spring season. For more information on the Blaw, the Swap
Meets and the Spring Dinner gowavw.spiwindsurfing.com

Do you have your 2006 sticker? k’s that time of year again.
Your old 05 stickers are no good anymore, duh. The new O&areaeady to go. So fill out your release
form (attached and also available on our web sitgl, isiand get it to Herman or Jibber. When you send in
your release form make sure you include any changes iragloluess, phone number, and email address.
Please print clearly when filling out the registratiorm. Also make sure yo8IGN the release. In order to
sail at the North Flats every sailor must have aegslgelease form on file. The North Flats property ensrare
leasing the use of this property to the members obtheh Padre Island Windsurfing and Kiteboarding
Association with the requirement that all memberghisf organization submit a signed release form. Be sur
to put the sticker on the upper corner passenger side ofwdshield. If you have any questions about
your registration email Herman at sbsso@awesomenet.net . Be sure to put SPI Windsurfing in the
subject field of your email.

Fall 2005- This past fall season was a lot of fun. The seassoted out
slow with the wind not sure if it wanted to wake up fri‘gisummer nap.
But it finally decided to show up and when it got here I'tidlvmk anyone
was disappointed. With the Fall winds came some adds likeMonty
and Arlene Montgomery from CA. It was really special to have Arlene
here for a long visit. Plus we had a lot of firsteimisitors from around
the country. This Fall season came complete \nitket swap meets and
a clean-up day at the Flats. We've also added somechartessage
boards. One at the main gate and one each in theusindgsand
Kiteboarding launch areas.

Fall Fajita Feed piane Szymanski) - Over 120 members and guests
attended the annual Fall Fajita Feed sponsored by SRIsWimg and
Kiteboarding Association. Chef Jibber grilled up beef aenicken fajitas
and polish sausage to perfection. The event was hBldlphin Cove,
Isle Blanca Park. Many members helping out with theamieg, cooking,
and serving managed to make this a pleasant eveningis Bhiisck-off
event to the new membership year.



Kiteboarding and Windsurfing Launch Areas - The North Flats is one of those rare sailing areas
where windsurfers and kiteboarders share the same “didaarech area. What makes this work is both groups
respect and obey the Associations launch rules. Tas ané simple, kiteboarders should park and rig in front
of their launch area leaving at least a 100 yard buffevden the two disciplines. The Launch areas arelglear
marked with bright orange buoys. Kiteboarders should ahizaych and land down wind of the buoys.

We'd also like to give a special thank you to Rob Piegaiand Kenny Minnotte who are volunteering their time
to represent the kiteboarders at the SPI windsurfing d@ethdarding Association meetings. Rob recently
provided us with some Kiteboarding Safety guidelines thdl se®n have up on our website. In the mean time
you can check out the guidelines laitp://fksa.org/viewtopic.php?t=478

Just a reminder that everyone using the North Flatgpected to follow these safety rules. These arsdaime
rules posted on our websitetdtp://www.spiwindsurfing.com/safety.html

Lost and Found (an almost true story)y Diane Szymanski
Every story should have a happy ending. It was a blustenday in
October on South Padre Island. Winds were registeréd aiph (or was
that knots?). Mark Scranton, of Colorado, decided it fimaly windy
enough for him to go out on his 5.7m sail. He and hisebeew drove to
the "Flats", which were flooding because of the nauitid. After rigging
in the ankle deep water, Mark planned to salil to a legcalsurfing site.
His chase crew, Dessa and Caren --"the Girls"-- woddt him there.
However, there was a little glitch in this plan beeaokthe water
covering the sand, getting stuck, rental cars, etc. ltstanother story.
Mark failed to show up as expected. Dessa called Caredrawd all the side entrances to the Laguna. No
Mark. Where was Mark@ind out what happened to Mark and his gear. The rest of the story isl postaur
website, check it out at http://mww.spiwindsurfing.com/)

General News... Been to the association’s web site lately? SprinbFadl pictures are on line. We've
also added the new safety guidelines along with someimesvtd Laguna Madre wind forecast. We've also
added some articles from some of our members. In plartive’ve posted some articles on eateries on SPI.

We also want to thank Diane Szymanski for the arshke submitted for this newsletter and we would like to
encourage anyone who would like to contribute a “relateti¢le to our website. Please send your article or
announcement t8PIBOB1@yahoo.com

BTW, the fastest recorded speed at the Flats is 35.6mph.aKsas sailor Joe Blanchard set this record on
1/5/06. He was sailing an 118L board with a 5.0M sail. Wind was out tife North with gusts in excess of
40mph.

Spring 2006 Calendar of events:(Dates are subject to change so please verify datelsdoking our website
for updates plus all changes will be posted on the bubetimds at the Flats)

26" Annual Blow Out May 6 and 7 2006

Associations Annual Spring Dinner at Louie’s Friday Ag8l 2006

Three Swap Meets. All on Saturdays. April 15, April 22 Apdl 29
Associations Annual Meeting is tentatively scheduledMay 1, 2006. Time and
location to be announced.




North Flats Safety Rules

Now that windsurfers and kiteboarders are using the sanas wnd waterways in close proximity, speci
attention needs to be taken to accommodate theseediffgports. Do to the large areas needed to laun
kite; it is best for the two sports to have sepa@iadh areas. Here are a few rules that will make tréhh
Flats safer for all of us.

ha

1. Kiteboarders will always rig and launch downwind ofdsgmrfers, the area will change according to wind

direction. Orange buoys mark these rigging areas plusithardo Rigging area between the windsurfing
Kiteboarding areas that creates a safe zone betWwedwo sports. Do not use this No Rigging area.

2. When a kiteboarder arrives at the beach he should ygtakid notice of the wind and at what end of the

beach they are going to use for rigging and launching.

3. Kiteboarders and windsurfers should not sail straighfroat or in close proximity to the others launcl
area.

4. Port Tack (left arm forward) windsurfers/kiteboarders Stay Clear of Starboard (right arm forward)
sailors. Starboard sailors have the right of way!

5. Upwind windsurfer/kiteboarder Stay Clear of downwindssuil
6. Faster (overtaking) windsurfer/kiteboarder Stay Cléaloaver sailors.
7. Tacking, Jibing, Free styling (jumping) windsurfer/kitelosarStay Clear of all sailors.

8. A windsurfer having trouble staying upwind when on theewshould launch as far upwind from the
kiteboarders as possible. Give yourself room.

9. A windsurfer who drifts downwind from lack of board spee@xperience into the Kiteboarding area
should be alert to his direction, right of ways, andiho$ course. An experienced kiteboarder upwind of
windsurfer will fly his kite high over head when passing windsurfer.

10. A beginning kiteboarder upwind should be alert to all wirfdss and kiteboarders downwind of him.

and

11. A windsurfer should be alerted to any kiteboarder upwirihafbut especially a beginning kiteboarder
with lack of experience and control of his kite. Takecprgions and stay clear before it's too late to esdape




Special Notice

Just in case you haven't noticed your 2006 Assiariedtickers don'’t last very long
on the outside of your vehicles front window. Nwtvorry we now have 2006
replacement stickers that stick to the inside afryeehicles window.

If you have already paid your 2006 membership fektarned in your signed
Release form you need to contact Herman to getiyewrreplacement sticker. Just
emailHerman asbsso@awesomenenet. et get your new sticker
Please puReplacement Stickerin the subject field of your email.




South Padre Island Windsurfina

NEW MEMBER

Please, please print the following information

RENEWAL

NAME

SAILOR KITEBOARDER

ANNUAL DUES:
Individual $15

ADDRESS

YEARS WINDSURFING or

CITY / STATE / ZIP

KITEBOARDING

PHONE NO

Family $20

HOW MANY TIMES PER YEAR DO

EMAIL

YOU VISIT SPI?

Important Notice: The North Flats is private property and is not opeifie general public. In order for YOU and yc
family to use the North Flats YOU must sign a WINDSUER / KITEBOARDER RELEASE FORM and pay an annual u:
fee. Please fill out this form and return it withuyaeheck to:SOUTH PADRE ISLAND WINDSURFING, BOX 3827,
SO.PADRE ISLAND, TX 78597. You can also register on ling &ttp://www.spiwindsurfing.com/

WINDSURFER/KITEBOARDER RELEASE
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BE SURE TO SIGN YOUR RELEASE FORM
Your personal contact information will not be madeilatde for public record of any kind!




